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January 14, 2025
SSA – Detroit Office

PO Box 345

Detroit, MI 48231-9806

Re:
James Buckley
Case Number: 13014324
DOB:
12-26-1965
Dear Disability Determination Service:

Mr. Buckley comes in to the Bloomfield Hills Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. He states that he has difficulties with work-related activities because of a loss of vision. He has a history of working with a vending machine company traveling around and filling the machines. He states he had to stop approximately six years ago because he worked long hours and he was exhausted. He states that he had difficulty keeping up with the required work activities. His main concern with work had been his shortness of breath and exhaustion although he states that his loss of vision did make it difficult for him to drive especially at night. He has a history of multiple sclerosis that was diagnosed approximately 20 years ago with eye findings. He states that he is aware of a blind spot in the right side, but nothing on the left side. He states that this spot has been stable for 20 years. He states that he had laser surgery approximately three years ago for this condition. He does not use eye drops. He has a history of COPD.
On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is 20/30 on the right and 20/40 on the left. This is with a spectacle correction of plano +0.50 x 120 on the right and –1.00 +0.50 x 170 on the left. The near acuity with an ADD of +2.50 measures 20/20 on each side at 14 inches. The pupils are equally reactive and round. The muscle balance is orthophoric. The extraocular muscle movements are smooth and full. Applanation pressures are 16 on the right and 11 on the left. The slit lamp examination shows bilateral posterior chamber lens implants in good position with open posterior capsules. The corneas are clear. The anterior chambers are deep and quiet. The fundus examination shows 1+ pallor to the optic nerve head on the right and 3+ pallor to the optic nerve head on the left. There are no hemorrhages. There is no edema. The eyelids are unremarkable.
Visual field testing utilizing a Goldman-type kinetic test with a III4e stimulus without correction and with poor reliability shows 16 degrees of horizontal field on the right and 42 degrees of horizontal field on the left. Clinically, confrontation field testing shows a narrow tunnel on the right side, but a wide expanding tunnel on the left side.
Assessment:
1. Optic atrophy.
2. Pseudophakia.
Mr. Buckley shows clinical findings of having had bilateral cataract surgery and laser treatment to the posterior capsules. He shows optic atrophy that is not uncommon with multiple sclerosis. Based upon these findings, he should be able to perform the visual tasks required in the work environment. He can read small print, distinguish between small objects, use a computer, and avoid hazards in his environment.
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I believe there is some constriction of the visual field on the right side, but in the bilateral state he should have sufficient visual field so as to avoid hazards in his environment. His prognosis is uncertain.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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